


David likely wrote this Psalm shortly after the
death of Saul (around 1056 BC). David would
have been around 37.

- David dies around the age of 70. At some point
after Saul was dead (probably around 1018, David
sang this psalm again in 2 Samuel 22)




To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David
the servant of the LORD, who spoke to the
'LORD the words of this song on the day
v that the Lord dehvered him from
i and
And he said:




(1-3) David praises the God of his
deliverance.

I will love You, O LORD, my strength.

The LORD is my rock and my fortress and
my deliverer;

My God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.



David uses at least 8 distinctions for God in this
Psalm.
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h-Chatsahi - Lord my Strength
h-Sel'i - Lord my Rock
h-Ma'oz - Lord my Fortress
h-Tsori - Lord my Strength

1—Mepha1t1 - Lord my D li
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Horn or My Salvation

Animal horns, used for fighting, protection, and
securing dominance, were Hebrew symbols of
strength, power, and victory. Often, Scripture’s
mention of a “horn” is as a literary symbol
representing potency and power. When Scripture
refers to God as “the horn of salvation” if means
that he is the omnipotent power that saved or
delivered the individual.
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I will call upon the LORD, who is

worthy to be -
So shall I be saved from my enemies.
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y9nhalal, haw-lal'; a primitive root; to be
clear; to shine; hence, to make a show, to
~ boast; and thus to be (clamorously)
~ foolish; to rave; causatively, to celebrate;
boast, celebrate, commend, fool(- 1sh —ly)

glory, glve
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David recalls the situations he had faced
Psalm 18:4-6

4The sorrows of death compassed me, and the
floods of ungodly men made me afraid.

5The sorrows of hell compassed me about:
the snares of death prevented me.

6 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and
cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of
his temple, and my cry came before him, even
into his ears.



Psalm 18:7-15

7 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the
hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.

8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his
- mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was
under his feet.

10 And he rode upon a cherub and d1d fly: yea, he did ﬂy upon
the wings of the wind.
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12 At the brightness that was before him his thick
clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.

13 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the
Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.

14Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them;
and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.

15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the
foundations of the world were discovered at thy
rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy
nostrils. |



David poetically describes how God moved all of creation for
~ the sake of David’s dehverance




David testifies of his deliverance

- Psalm 18:16—19 e | e

delivered me from my sfrong enemy, and from
them which hated me: for they were too strong for me

but
the LORD was my stay.

He brought me forth also into a large place; he
delivered me, because he delighted in me.
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